6th Grade Earth Science

Syllabus


Welcome to middle school and 6th grade Earth Science.  This year your child will study space and the processes of the earth, including plate tectonics, earthquakes, volcanoes, rocks, minerals, erosion, fossils, oceans, and weather.  This is, as much as possible, a lab based class.  All work that is turned in for credit must be written legibly and in pencil unless students are given other instructions at the time of the assignment.  Our textbook is Prentiss Hall Science Explorer: Earth Science and is available on-line. Textbooks are used as a reference tool, which is why each student is not issued a science book. Our curriculum is based on the Georgia Performance Standards, which you may view at: https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Georgia%20Performance%20Standards/SixthGradeRevisedStandards.pdf
Supplies:
In addition to 6th grade supply list:
- (2) Composition notebooks

- 12 inch ruler (standard & metric units)

- supplies as needed for projects/performance assessments or labs

*lead pencils are discouraged because refills are not always available. Suggest tape two quarters inside locker for pencil machine
Labs:

No child will be allowed to participate in a lab unless they have a signed safety contract on file.  Students not participating in labs will be given alternative assignments for their grade.  Labs cannot be made up by absent students.  Students absent during labs will have an exempt lab grade represented with an “X” in Parent Portal. It is not a zero and does not penalize the student, although they will have one less grade in their grade average.
Homework:

All students should look over their notes and vocabulary every night.  Other homework is not usually assigned, however all class work not completed in class automatically becomes homework and is due at the beginning of class the next day unless otherwise specified. Students may work on homework or incomplete work during tutoring Monday(Halleck), Tuesday and Wednesday (Sell) or Thursday (Cooper).  Late work will be accepted with points taken off, but students will hold a zero until work is turned in.
Vocabulary:

Learning the vocabulary associated with Earth Science is the KEY to doing well in this class and on district assessments. Students will be given a vocabulary test every Wednesday.  They will be given a minimum of five (5) words a week to learn. Once words have been assigned they will turn up on any test thereafter. Refer to the list on back of this sheet for proposed vocabulary words, which are alphabetically arranged.
Grading: 

Formative – 40% (classwork and quizzes)

Summative – 60% (labs, unit tests, projects) If a student fails a summative test and wishes to recover the grade, this may NOT be done until the student has attended a tutoring session.
Informal – 0% (activities that contribute to student learning that carry a zero weight. Includes whether or not student has supplies, meet deadlines, actively participate in class and labs.)

Extra Credit:  For the most part students do not need extra credit assignments. They have a strong work ethic and create products of good quality. However, if the student’s average is below 70, replacement projects may be assigned for summative grades only. All work must be completed outside of class, and it must be turned in at least one week before the end of the 9 weeks.  If the directions on the project sheet are not followed, credit will not be given for completing the project. Please note that only one extra credit assignment is allowed per each nine-week grading period.
Students are encouraged to find a reliable study buddy to get copies of handouts, graphic organizers, class notes, etc. whenever they need to make up assignments. I will upload vocabulary and other important information to my school website. I am happy to be working with your child this year.  Thanks for sharing them with me. 
Lauri Halleck
lhalleck@paulding.k12.ga.us
Remind service:  REGULAR SCIENCE text @af99b to (470) 235-4539  
For ADVANCED SCIENCE: TEXT @h9add to 81010

Vocabulary List in ABC order

abyssal plain

accuracy

air mass

aquifer

asthenosphere

asteroid

atmosphere

caldera

cave

Celsius

chemical weathering

chlorofluorocarbon

cleavage

climate

comet

condensation

conduction

continental slope

continental shelf

continental drift

convection

Coriolis effect

corona

crater

creep

crest

crystal

current

deflation

density

deposition

dew point

dunes

earthquake

eclipse

El Nino

ellipse

epicenter

equinox

erosion

extrusive

fault

fault-block mountain

focus

fog

folded mountain

foliated

fossil

fossil fuel

fracture

front

galaxy

gem

geyser

glacier

greenhouse effect

ground water

hardness

horizon

hot spot

humidity

humus

hurricane

hypothesis

ice wedging

igneous

impermeable

intrusive

ionosphere

jet stream

lava

light-year

liquefaction

liter

lithosphere

litter

loess

luster

magma

magnitude

mass

meander

mechanical weathering

metamorphic

meteor

meter

meteorite

mid-ocean ridge

mineral

mixture

nebula

new moon

non-foliated

neutron star

ozone layer

Pangaea

permeable

plate

plate tectonics

polar zone

precipitation

precision

radiation

relative humidity

revolution

rock

rock cycle

rotation

runoff

salinity

scientific method

seafloor spreading

sedimentary

sediments

seismic wave

seismograph

silicate

slump

soil

solar system

solstice

specific gravity

spring

streak

temperate zone

tide

tornado

trench

tropics

troposphere

trough

tsunami

uniformetarianism

upwelling

volcanic mountain

volcano

volume

waning

water table

wave

waxing

weather

weathering

